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Revolution 
Master the Message 

Our Declaration of Dependence 
John 13:1-17 & 34-35 (NIV 84) 

 
John 13:15 “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” 
 

To learn the language of love, we need to understand: 
 
I. How to finish strong. 
 
John 13:1 & 12b “It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed 
them the full extent of his love…. ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ ” 
 
John 13:1b “… He loved them to the end.” (NIV 2011) 
 
“eis telos” Telos mean to reach an “end, goal, result, completion, or fulfillment.” 
Here it points to two things: 
 
Quantitative/chronological goal- Jesus going the distance, to the cross. 
 
Qualitative/Service goal- Jesus laying down His life for us, to make us righteous/complete. 
 
Phil. 1:6 “...being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
1 John 3:16 “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers.” 
 
Eph. 5: 25-27 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to 
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.”  
 
II. How love gets lost in translation 
 
1. when we abandon our commitments. 
 
2 Timothy 4:10 “… for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me …” 
 
1 Timothy 6:10 “… Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” 
 
2. when love gets said but not seen. 
 
Matthew 15:8 “These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” 
 



1 John 3:18 “… let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 
 
III. How to live out our declaration of dependence; to finish strong. 
 
1. Let Jesus wash your feet. 
 
John 13:8 “ ‘No,’ said Peter, ‘you shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me.’ ” 
 
1 John 1:9-10 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word 
has no place in our lives.” 
 
I am a sinner in need of grace. 
 
2. Wash other’s feet - by serving and forgiving. 
 
John 13:14 “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another's feet.” 
 
I am an ambassador of God’s grace. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:18-20 “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men's sins against them. … We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, … .” 
 
3. Allow others to wash your feet - being served and forgiven. 
 
Matt. 11:28-30 “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me for I am humble and gentle in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls.” 
 
Eph. 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” 
 
Gal. 5:13 “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to 
indulge the flesh ; rather, serve one another humbly in love.” 
 
1 Peter 4:10 “Each of you should  use whatever gift you have received to serve others...” 
 
Eph. 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.” 
 
We don’t learn the language of love until we are able to humbly lay down our pride, flesh and 
distractions, for the sake of being an active part of a loving community. This is how we join 
the ranks of the resistance. 


