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Serve the Revolution 
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Five Ways to Service as a Team: SERVE THROUGH 
 
I. The Holy Spirit  
 
1 Cor 12:1-3 “Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led 
astray to mute idols. Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God 
says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.”  
 

●  The Holy Spirit is now our influencer no longer mere idols 
 

John 16:6 “Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. But very truly I tell you, it 
is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, 
I will send him to you.” 
 

● Before His death, Jesus told his disciples they would receive an Advocate 
● When Jesus ascended to heaven, He said 

 
 Acts 1:8 “...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you…” 
 

● The Holy Spirit is not only an influencer but also the power of God 
 

1 Cor 12:4-6 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them 
and in everyone it is the same God at work.”  
 

● All of God (the Trinity) is at work in all of the gifts and their expression and outcomes 
● Each gift can have multiple service applications and each service can have multiple 

effects  
 
Spiritual Gifts: are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit to every believer at their 
conversion to be used to minister to others and therefore build up the Body of Christ. 
 
II. Your Gifts 
 
1 Cor 12:7-11 “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one 
there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means 
of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another 
speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are 
the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.” 
 
 III.  Unity 



 
1 Cor 12:12&13 “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 
so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made 
up of one part but of many.” 
 
A) What brings unity in the body? 
 

● The gifts used in cooperation with the rest of the body 
● The gifts given by the Spirit without any prejudice 

 
 
B) What brings disunity in the body? 
 

●  Insecure body parts  
 
1 Cor 12:15-17 “Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it 
would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would 
the sense of smell be?” 
 

● hinder the body’s effectiveness; the member thinks “I can’t do that” 
 

● Conceded body parts  
 

1 Cor 12:21 “The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, 
“I don’t need you!”  
 

● hinder the body’s effectiveness too; the member says “I can do it better than 
you!” 
 

IV  Diversity 
 
1 Cor 12: 18, 22-24 “But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be...those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable...less 
honorable we treat with special honor... parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, 
giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it.” 
 

● Less noticable parts (gifts) are crucial to the body for it to be healthy 
● God has a place for every part in the body 

 
1 Cor 12:25-27 “So that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 
rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 
 

● We can no longer tell ourselves the story that says,"There is no place for me in my 
church. 

● We can no longer tell ourselves the story “There is no place for you in my church 



 
Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 
do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  
 
V. Love 
 
Eph 4:3-6 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”  
  
1 Cor 12:31b “...And yet I will show you the most excellent way.” 
 
1 Cor 13:1-3 “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and 
all knowledge,and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing.” 


